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DOCTOR WHO? by Tim Quinn & Dicky Howett 
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When Christopher H. 
Bidmead was 
approached about the 
post of script editor 
on Doctor Who, he 
confessed he didn’t 
want the job! 

Here he explains 
his change of heart 
and talks about his 
years with the series 
to Richard Marson... 

t e W’d been a writer for two 
I Thames TV shows, Rooms 
A and Harriet’s Back In Town 


After the initial exchanges about 
Bidmead's previous experience, 
there was a brief lull in the conversa¬ 
tion, “I then had to confess to both 
John and Barry that I didn’t actually 
want to do Doctor Who, as it had got 
very silly and I hated the show,” 
Bidmead admitted. “They agreed 
with me - Barry wanted to go back to 
earlier principles and to find a way of 
familiarising children with the ways 
of science. You can understand how 
deeply that idea had been subverted. 

“Two things were going wrong, as 
we saw it. One was the pantomime 


written by a professional writer, but 
that didn’t show - it was a kind of 
whimsical Victorian story, but it was 
quite unworkable as a script. 

“We did have David Fisher's story, 
which had been commissioned by 
John before I joined and that was the 
only one on the shelf that we were 
committed to doing. But it had been 
commissioned before we hammered 
out the new principles of scientific 
integrity and it did contain a lot of 
silliness. This wasn’t David’s fault - he 
was picking up on the previous 
season. So he had to do a great deal 
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Doctor Who Magazine is bursting with: 
♦ INTERVIEWS ♦SPECIAL FEATURES 
REGULAR COLUMNS including: Gallifrey 
Guardian, Matrix Data Bank, Archives/Fact 
Files and Off the Shelf, ♦THE DOCTOR WHO 
COMIC STRIP and lots more on your 
favourite programme. 


WHERE ARE THEY 
NOW? 


T^States as a stage play, 
1 ^/ called The Inheritors Of 
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In the concluding 
part of his 
examination of 
villainy in Doctor 
Who, Patrick 
Mulkern reflects on 
the period from 1980 
to 1985. 
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THIS MONTH. . . 



Pat OXeary 

mpoeroRwo 

ppopucrm 

PPPARTMP/VT 

Production Assistant 

“We can't do the full continuity as on a cameras, plus the picture actually being 


things to do as well,” Pat says. “The AFM 
We talk to the people (assistant floor manager) mostly does 

behind the scenes of your ME SETS’ 
favourite programme. . . down the road stopping traffic, tl 


;h shot has been reached. “ 
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Here is the first of three short 
interviews with the actors who 
have breathed life into Davros, 
creator of the Daleks. 

Michael Wisher first played 
Davros in Genesis of the 
Daleks, followed by David 
Gooderson in Destiny of the 
Daleks. But it’s Terry Molloy, 
the most recent incarnation, 
who’s talking to Gary Russell 
this month . .. 


The 
Davros 

Tapes 
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